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The Cessna 210N is a notable aircraft in the world of general aviation, celebrated for its versatility,
performance, and reliability. As a high-performance, retractable-gear single-engine aircraft, the
210N offers a unique blend of utility and comfort that appeals to private pilots, flight schools, and
commercial operators alike. Whether you're a seasoned aviator or an enthusiast eager to learn
about this aircraft, understanding its features, history, and operational capabilities can deepen your
appreciation for this classic aircraft model.

In this article, we will explore the Cessna 210N in detail, covering its design, specifications,
performance, history, and why it remains a popular choice among aircraft owners today.

Overview of the Cessna 210N

The Cessna 210N, part of the Cessna 210 family introduced in the late 1960s, epitomizes the
high-performance, single-engine piston aircraft class. It is often regarded as a step above the typical
light aircraft due to its retractable landing gear and increased speed capabilities.

Key Features at a Glance

- Engine: Continental IO-520-D, 285 horsepower
- Maximum Cruising Speed: Approximately 165 knots (190 mph)
- Range: Around 700 nautical miles
- Service Ceiling: Up to 18,000 feet
- Seats: Typically 4-6 occupants
- Landing Gear: Retractable tricycle gear
- Useful Load: Approximately 1,200 lbs, depending on configuration

This aircraft has earned a reputation for excellent visibility, solid build quality, and impressive
performance, making it suitable for cross-country trips, flight training, and even some light
commercial applications.

Design and Construction
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Airframe and Materials

The Cessna 210N features a high-wing monoplane design, which provides superior visibility for
pilots and stability during flight. Its fuselage is constructed primarily of aluminum, offering durability
and ease of maintenance.

Aerodynamics and Performance Enhancements

The aircraft's design emphasizes aerodynamic efficiency, with a sleek fuselage and a
well-contoured wing. The retractable landing gear reduces drag, boosting cruise speeds and fuel
efficiency compared to fixed-gear counterparts.

Cabin and Comfort

The cabin of the 210N is designed for comfort and practicality, with ample legroom and good
visibility through large windows. The interior can be customized with various avionics and upholstery
options, making it adaptable for different mission profiles.

Performance Specifications

Understanding the performance capabilities of the Cessna 210N helps pilots and enthusiasts
appreciate its operational versatility.

Powerplant and Propeller

- Engine: Continental IO-520-D piston engine
- Horsepower: 285 HP
- Fuel Consumption: Around 12-15 gallons per hour at cruise

Flight Performance

| Attribute | Specification |

|---|---|

| Maximum Cruise Speed | 165 knots (190 mph) |

| Cruising Range | 700 nautical miles |

| Service Ceiling | 18,000 feet |
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| Rate of Climb | Approximately 1,200 feet per minute |

Takeoff and Landing

- Takeoff Distance (Ground Roll): About 1,200 feet
- Landing Distance (Ground Roll): Approximately 1,000 feet

These figures make the 210N suitable for operations from smaller airports and airstrips, adding to its
versatility.

Operational Uses of the Cessna 210N

The Cessna 210N is used in a variety of roles, thanks to its performance and reliability:

Personal and Business Travel

Its comfortable cabin and impressive range make it ideal for private owners traveling across states
or countries.

Flight Training

The aircraft's stability and forgiving handling characteristics make it suitable for advanced flight
training and instrument proficiency.

Aerial Photography and Surveying

The high visibility and stable platform are advantageous for aerial photography, mapping, and
surveying missions.

Light Commercial Operations

Some operators utilize the 210N for small cargo runs, air taxi services, or medical transport, owing
to its payload capacity and range.

Maintenance and Upkeep

Regular Maintenance

Cessna 210Ns require standard piston aircraft maintenance, including routine inspections, engine
overhauls, and avionics checks. Regular oil changes, tire replacements, and corrosion prevention
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are essential for longevity.

Common Issues

- Corrosion: Especially in older models, proper corrosion control is vital.
- Engine Wear: Monitoring engine performance and adhering to overhaul schedules ensures

safety.
- Avionics Upgrades: Many owners choose to modernize avionics systems for enhanced

navigation and safety.

Parts Availability

Given the aircraft's popularity, replacement parts and service support are generally accessible
through various suppliers and maintenance facilities worldwide.

Historical Context and Development

Origins and Evolution

The Cessna 210 series was first introduced in 1957, with the 210N variant being produced from
1968 to 1971. It was developed as an evolution of earlier models, incorporating a retractable landing
gear, more powerful engine options, and improved aerodynamics.

Production and Legacy

Over its production run, the 210N was appreciated for its blend of performance and practicality. Its
design influenced later models, and many remain in service today, either in private ownership or
corporate fleets.

Collectibility and Market Value

Well-maintained Cessna 210Ns can command high resale values, especially models with upgraded
avionics or low hours. The aircraft's reputation for durability ensures that many units are still flying
decades after manufacture.

Why Choose a Cessna 210N?

Advantages
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- High Performance: Faster cruise speeds and better range than fixed-gear counterparts.
- Versatility: Suitable for many operational roles.
- Visibility: High-wing design provides excellent outward visibility.
- Handling: Stable and predictable in flight, aiding pilot confidence.
- Availability: Parts and service support are accessible due to its popularity.

Considerations

- Cost: Generally more expensive to operate than simpler, fixed-gear aircraft.
- Complexity: Retractable gear systems require additional pilot training and maintenance.
- Age: Many models are vintage, requiring diligent maintenance.

Buying a Cessna 210N: Tips and Considerations

Pre-Purchase Inspection

- Conduct thorough inspections focused on the airframe for corrosion.
- Review engine logs for overhaul history.
- Check avionics for upgrades and compliance.

Ownership Costs

- Factor in maintenance, insurance, storage, and fuel.
- Consider potential upgrade costs for avionics or structural refurbishments.

Registrations and Regulations

- Ensure compliance with local aviation authorities.
- Verify that the aircraft has up-to-date inspections and certifications.

Conclusion

The Cessna 210N remains an iconic aircraft in general aviation, combining performance, reliability,
and operational flexibility. Its high-wing design, retractable gear, and powerful engine make it a
favorite among pilots who seek a capable aircraft for cross-country travel, training, or light
commercial use. Whether you are considering purchasing one or simply want to deepen your
knowledge about this aircraft, understanding its features, history, and operational aspects highlights
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why the Cessna 210N continues to be a respected name in aviation.

If you?re passionate about aircraft or planning to acquire a Cessna 210N, ensuring proper
maintenance and understanding its capabilities will help maximize your flying experience and safety.
As an enduring classic, the 210N exemplifies the timeless appeal of well-engineered, versatile
aircraft that serve their owners faithfully over decades.

Note: Always consult with certified aircraft mechanics and aviation professionals for detailed
assessments and operational guidance specific to individual aircraft.
 
Cessna 210N: An In-Depth Overview of the Classic High-Performance Utility Aircraft

The Cessna 210N remains one of the most iconic and versatile aircraft in the general aviation
landscape. Renowned for its rugged design, impressive performance, and adaptability, the 210N
has cemented its reputation among private owners, flight schools, and commercial operators alike.
This comprehensive review delves into every facet of the Cessna 210N, from its history and design
features to operational capabilities, maintenance considerations, and the nuances that make it a
standout aircraft in its class.

Introduction to the Cessna 210N

The Cessna 210N, a model within the Cessna 210 series, was introduced in the late 1970s as an
evolution of earlier models, featuring refinements aimed at boosting performance, safety, and
comfort. It is classified as a high-performance, single-engine, six-seat utility aircraft that offers a
compelling blend of speed, payload capacity, and reliability.

Historical Context and Development

- Originated from the Cessna 210 Centurion line, first introduced in 1957.
- The 210N model was produced from 1978 to 1984, representing the culmination of the series

before the introduction of more modern variants.
- Designed to appeal to pilots seeking a robust aircraft capable of short-field operations,

cross-country travel, and utility missions.

Production and Legacy

- Approximately 2,600 units of the 210N were built during its production run.
- It has a dedicated following among enthusiasts and is often considered a "workhorse" in its

category.
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- Many aircraft remain operational today, thanks to their durability and the widespread availability
of parts.

Design and Construction

The Cessna 210N boasts a combination of classic design elements with practical features tailored
for versatility and efficiency.

Fuselage and Airframe

- Constructed primarily of aluminum alloy, emphasizing durability and ease of maintenance.
- Features a semi-monocoque fuselage design that balances strength and weight.
- The aircraft's length measures approximately 26 feet, with a wingspan of around 36 feet.
- Equipped with fixed tricycle landing gear, which simplifies ground handling and reduces

maintenance complexity.

Wings and Aerodynamics

- High-wing configuration provides excellent visibility and stability, ideal for observation and utility
flights.

- Wingspan affords a good balance between lift and maneuverability.
- Equipped with flaps and ailerons that enable short-field takeoffs and landings, enhancing

versatility in various operational environments.

Powerplant and Propulsion

- Powered by a Lycoming IO-540 engine, producing approximately 260 horsepower.
- The engine's fuel injection system offers reliable performance and improved fuel efficiency.
- Features a two-blade constant-speed propeller, allowing pilots to optimize performance for

different phases of flight.

Performance Characteristics

The Cessna 210N offers impressive capabilities that make it suitable for a range of missions, from
personal travel to utility operations.

Speed and Range
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- Cruise Speed: Typically around 165-170 knots (190-195 mph).
- Maximum Range: Approximately 700-800 nautical miles with standard fuel tanks.
- Endurance: About 4 to 5 hours, depending on payload and operating conditions.

Takeoff and Landing Performance

- Takeoff Distance: As low as 1,200 feet at sea level, thanks to powerful engine and aerodynamic
design.

- Landing Distance: Around 1,000 feet, making it suitable for shorter runways.
- Climb Rate: Approximately 1,200 feet per minute, providing good vertical performance.

Fuel Capacity and Consumption

- Standard fuel tanks hold about 88 gallons (usable), offering a good balance between payload
and range.

- Fuel consumption averages around 12-14 gallons per hour during cruise.

Interior and Comfort Features

The 210N's cabin is designed to maximize comfort while maintaining practicality.

Seating and Cabin Layout

- Configurable for six seats, with options for club or side-by-side arrangements.
- The seats are typically upholstered with durable fabrics suitable for frequent use.
- Spacious cabin with headroom around 48 inches and ample legroom, suitable for longer flights.

Instrumentation and Avionics

- Early models featured analog gauges; however, many 210Ns have been upgraded with modern
avionics systems.

- Common installations include Garmin G1000 or other glass cockpit systems, enhancing
situational awareness.

- Standard instruments include airspeed indicator, attitude indicator, altimeter, vertical speed
indicator, heading indicator, and engine gauges.

Cabin Amenities
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- Climate control options include heating and optional air conditioning.
- Large windows provide excellent visibility.
- Baggage compartment capacity of around 30 cubic feet, capable of carrying luggage,

equipment, or cargo.

Handling and Flight Characteristics

The aircraft?s design ensures predictable handling, making it suitable for pilots of varying
experience levels.

Ground Handling

- Tricycle gear simplifies takeoffs, landings, and taxiing.
- Good visibility from the cockpit aids in ground maneuvering.
- Stable ground handling characteristics, even on rough or short runways.

In-Flight Behavior

- Known for its forgiving stall characteristics?generally a gentle buffet before stall.
- Excellent stability in cruise, with a well-balanced pitch and roll response.
- The high-wing configuration provides excellent downward visibility, useful for observation or

search-and-rescue missions.

Pilot Workload and Control Feel

- The aircraft offers moderate control forces, making it manageable yet responsive.
- Effective autopilot options are available for long-distance flights, reducing pilot fatigue.
- The aircraft's stall warning system enhances safety, especially for less experienced pilots.

Operational Considerations

The Cessna 210N's versatility extends into its operational profile, maintenance needs, and safety
features.

Operational Flexibility

- Suitable for a wide range of missions: personal transportation, flight training, aerial photography,
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and utility work.
- Capable of operating from shorter and unpaved runways, broadening its operational

environment.
- Can be flown in hot and high conditions with proper performance planning.

Maintenance and Reliability

- The aircraft's robust construction and widespread use mean parts availability is generally good.
- Typical maintenance includes regular inspections, engine overhauls (every 1,200 hours or as

recommended), and routine checks.
- The Lycoming IO-540 engine is known for reliability but requires diligent maintenance to ensure

longevity.

Safety Features and Upgrades

- Modern avionics upgrades have significantly enhanced safety, including terrain awareness and
traffic collision avoidance.

- Many aircraft have upgraded lighting systems, emergency locator transmitters (ELTs), and other
safety enhancements.

- Pilot training and adherence to proper operating procedures are critical for safe operation.

Market Value and Ownership

The Cessna 210N continues to be a sought-after aircraft in the used market.

Pricing and Market Trends

- As of 2023, typical asking prices range from $70,000 to $150,000, depending on condition,
equipment, and total hours.

- Well-maintained aircraft with modern upgrades command higher prices.
- Market values are influenced by factors like avionics updates, engine hours, and overall

airframe condition.

Ownership Considerations

- Operating costs are moderate but include fuel, insurance, maintenance, and periodic upgrades.
- The aircraft's popularity ensures good resale value.
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- Owners should consider the availability of parts and experienced maintenance facilities.

Insurance and Regulations

- Insurance premiums depend on pilot experience, aircraft condition, and intended use.
- Compliance with FAA regulations and proper record-keeping are essential for legal operation.

Pros and Cons Summary

Pros:

- Excellent short-field and STOL capabilities
- Robust construction and proven reliability
- Spacious cabin with good visibility
- Versatile for various missions
- Good resale value

Cons:

- Older models may lack modern avionics
- Fuel consumption can be higher compared to smaller aircraft
- Maintenance costs can increase with age
- Some may find the cabin interior dated compared to newer aircraft

Conclusion: Is the Cessna 210N Right for You?

The Cessna 210N stands as a testament to Cessna?s engineering excellence, offering a
combination of performance, durability, and versatility that appeals to a broad spectrum of pilots and
owners. Its high-wing design, powerful engine, and adaptable interior make it an excellent choice for
those seeking a reliable aircraft capable of handling a variety of missions. While it may require
diligent maintenance and occasional upgrades to remain current, the 210N's proven track record
and enduring popularity ensure it remains a valuable asset in the general aviation community.

In summary, whether you're a private pilot looking for a capable cross-country aircraft, a flight school
aiming for reliable training platforms, or a commercial operator needing a versatile utility plane, the
Cessna 210N offers compelling value and performance that continue to stand the test of time.

End of review.
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 QuestionAnswer What are the key performance specifications of the Cessna 210N? The Cessna

210N typically features a 285-horsepower engine, a maximum cruising speed of around 165 knots, a
range of approximately 700 miles, and a useful load capacity of about 1,000 pounds, making it a
popular high-performance single-engine aircraft. What are the common maintenance considerations
for the Cessna 210N? Regular inspections, especially of the engine, propeller, and landing gear, are
essential. Due to its retractable gear system, ensuring proper operation of gear components and
hydraulic systems is critical. Additionally, monitoring corrosion and adhering to manufacturer service
bulletins help maintain safety and performance. How does the Cessna 210N compare to other
single-engine aircraft in its class? The Cessna 210N is known for its speed, baggage capacity, and
high performance, making it a favorite among private owners and charter operators. Compared to
similar aircraft like the Piper Malibu, it offers better speed and payload but may have higher
operating costs. Is the Cessna 210N suitable for cross-country flying? Yes, the Cessna 210N is
well-suited for cross-country trips thanks to its impressive range, comfortable cabin, and reliable
performance, making it a popular choice among private pilots for longer flights. What are the typical
costs associated with owning a Cessna 210N? Ownership costs include purchase price (which can
range from $150,000 to $250,000 for used models), annual maintenance, insurance, hangar or
tie-down fees, fuel, and potential upgrades or repairs. Operating costs are higher compared to
smaller piston aircraft due to its size and performance capabilities. Are there any notable
modifications or upgrades available for the Cessna 210N? Yes, owners often upgrade avionics with
modern glass cockpits, enhance engine performance with propeller and engine modifications, and
improve lighting and interior comfort. Some also install autopilot systems or structural
reinforcements for higher gross weight capacity. What are the safety features and considerations
specific to the Cessna 210N? The Cessna 210N incorporates features like retractable gear, which
requires proper training to operate safely. Its robust construction and modern avionics contribute to
safety, but pilots should be well-versed in handling retractable gear aircraft and adhere to proper
emergency procedures. How has the Cessna 210N maintained its popularity in general aviation? Its
blend of speed, payload capacity, reliability, and versatility has kept it a favorite among private
owners, flight schools, and charter operators. Its reputation for solid performance and adaptability to
various missions has ensured its continued relevance in the aviation community. 
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